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toget her. These sundials ar dens
about seventeen miles to th me d d e
Garden, just a few miles to t he |
in Duthie Park in Aberdeen i
Of the dial at EIll on Castl e,
AiThi s extremel y[ hiea.stblhal ot x
sundials which stand in the rs, a
be seen, very considerably f t as
graceful object of architect d its
with the best examples of it ntour
the dial corresponds with ¢t} i s
modi fied in all its details. ad of
abruptly from the platform, I, ha
fine and boldly moul ded bas:g¢g
irThe faces of the shaéxeaute
ornaments of fruit -amodtthledwe
masks. A few simple moul din —T_
connect the shaft and capit@ B . wWs on
al |l i tfsoutrwefnatcyes an unusual g =3 ‘
found only on the Pitmeddengpdpal g LKreYEeqdokNihiRe ENE ¥t Ca
illustration. Trheulfdinng@-landvidthond s neck
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not i mprobable that the design of the one influenced tha
the other, although the EIIl QHV8I & PREKcoADPHAFPER yaPPERE
and more delicate in its de?anPgV.haﬁ'h@ffFﬁi_Bheoﬁtﬁlﬁs 8f atf
Pt medden, indicative of a de
Aberdeen di al is dated 1707,
that the EIl on and Pitmedden
century
iThe appearance of the EIIl on
the fine and wide moulded ste
steps, each 7 inches high, me
square, 7 feet square, and 4
top of ball i 0 8 feet 6 inche

My first visit GtogoElwedn .i nl 2tC
the castle only to find that
boarded up, and peeking throt

gardens wer e i n a totally
investigation, which | shoul d
EIl on, revealed that the cas:
. Thi s@Gdsdmnd good for the sund
s A couple of years |l ater in 2C
Fig 2. The shaft of the El Lo hdirgh aptiel Igriorhpi,tsE|o|roingi@ap:
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resource for the people of
i ndekeddt had the sundials su

Then, early in 2017, I ma n a
Cooper | ox, the Board Membe
PR and Marketing at the ga
both of the sundials menti
there. We made arrangement g
are open only for speci al
conservation.

When | arrived there | fou
still in its original posit
the garden, but without t h

been stored for safekeepin
described by Ross have sur
Fig. 3.

The capital, which was i n 4
wel | . I't has serious cracks
band (Fig.&@4assbdbycobel dnmove
Vi ew. Al l of the faces as

triangul ar and square sunk
may have been replaced, api
numeral s that I could see
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Fig. 4. The capital of the E
i ro .

Ross suggests that this dial
obelisk dials, but with diff
The main obvious difference,
where this exampl e has car v
fl owers rather than the dial

obelisk shafts.

As Ross says above, there a
although not intended to be
sense to include the other
dodisnprovide a sketch of thi:
similar to a dial at Forgue
n o retahs t of ElIl on. Attcloe dFagg L
di al originally came from Fo
miles from EIIl on. 't is quit

these dials were made by the

g 3. Detail of the carvings on
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castl e, but t o dnaeye ili¢ &I ®s i6the &@@bh century. The plans
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at some stage in the future
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Situated a few miles to t
Garden is a National Trust
and maintenance give it it
surely be omebe®est Sgartdamg.

Fig. 8. Some of the clipped x g?qs%iu;g%hatofpitthrgquq%nmedde
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Fig. 11. Detail of the Pitme

height of the capital on the
height from ground, 8 feet 9
4f eet 11 inches; wiodth of pec

The dial today (Fig. 10), wh
fine parterres, | dokskaeartucth ar
semMitanpgt wesshtmapgihtealpad @omr de
the detail photograph in Fig
and square sunken dials.- Lik

Duthie belitc®%s 9ha3! 4i3%€%0 have been

d

about

as this
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to have been carved on separ:
give the appearance of verti
gnomon on the south face, ap
been crudely held in place a
how not to carry out a restor

The third di al of the Aberdo
Gardens contained within Dut't
Wi nter Gardens were once the

UK until the advent of the E
are well worth a visit. Of th
firThe [dRiadbell®éhgs to the city,
property formerly called Arth
Duthie Park, a public pleasur
Aberdeen by the | ate‘TMies-gli BUt
faces and the ball on the top
colour, and the Ilines and fig
on each of the four sides of
respectively the initials C.C
representation ®f a mortar an

This dial is situated today i
ST gy s and the blue colour on the di
Fig. 14 aThe gwelsdtal descrlbe*HYb@‘)ER%s%r%sS‘h'a'v'l ngpparent. L
no special interest have been wrongly fitted to
seen on -ftahced nmo rutphp e r di al an
below it in Fig. -flaagi raghds wn lse
in Fig. 18.

Roé&s comment t hat the dial, i

interesting question. I have
Scottish stone dials were no
the first such dial that | ha
it, apart from the Mercat Cr
painted white in only relati

Dut hie Park dial painted when
19ctkentury paint job?

Fig 15 .-aithefemmwiungh di als with the
positioned gnomon on the south fac

Fig. 5BH6.
Ross goes on to say that: %E?thfg
irThere are two other dials here oinal ardert
house, but they have nothing of sp ut
t heém
Both of these vertical di als are n to
guoins of t he buiflaccierd ancei@ntg i s a
di al (Fig. 14) -faancde dt hdei aolt h(eFri gi.s 1a5
a direct south face and the other h ha
repl acement gnomons, but the gnom ace
has been mounted too high. Al hav
Ross says above that these dials peci
interest about them. I di sagree an have
unfortunately not in a good way! E 5 app
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Fig. nort faces of
wrong gnomons

Fig. 18. The

south |face o
the Dut hie Park

di al Wi h th

incorrect

gnomon on the

sunken di al

face.
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